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Mr.  Chairman  & Members  of  the 

Credit  on  Urban  District  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  19 66. 

It  is  pleasing  indeed  after  writing  complaints  on  sewage 
treatment  for  years  to  be  able  to  report  the  start  of  the  scheme 
this  year.  When  this  is  complete,  the  services  provided  to  residents 
in  the  town  will  be  excellent  and  will  then  match  up  to  the  good 
water  supply  available. 

Staffing  again  is  the  major  worry  left  to  face  as  several 
routine  duties  are  dropping  behind  and  only  the  assistance  of  Mr. 
Pilley  of  the  Crediton  R.D.C.  enables  10C$  meat  inspection  and  work 
under  the  Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act  to  be  carried  out. 
Poultry  inspection  is  not  carried  out  at  all  at  present  and  unless 
a Public  Health  Inspector  is  obtained  is  unlikely  to  be  carried  out. 

The  majority  of  this  report  has  of  course  to  be  prepared 
by  Mr.  Blake  and  its  production  has  again  been  left  to  Mrs.  Gill. 

I am,  Madam  & Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

N.P.  SAWERS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://archive.org/detai  Is/b291 27403 


SECTION  A 


1.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  •••  . . » » . « « • • « . 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  population 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  19 66 
according  to  the  rate  book 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  » « 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate 


2.  VITAL  STATISTICS 
(a)  Live  Births 


Male 


34 

Births  illegitimate 
Male 


Female  Total 

38  72 


Female  Total 


1 4 5 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population 
Corrected  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population 


1,096 

4,880 

1 ,660 
£193,127 
£759 


15 ‘779 
16.725 


one 


(b)  Still  Births. 


There  was  one  still  hirth  in  19 66. 

(c)  Deaths. 

(a)  Death  rate. 

Male  Female  Total 

42  43  85 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  17.418 
Corrected  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  15*502« 

(b)  Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  Nil. 

(c)  Infantile  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age)  3» 

(d)  Causes  of  death  as  follows 2- 


Causes  of  Death  Sex  All  0-  5-  15-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75- 

Ages 


Malignant  Stomach 

F 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

3 

1 2 

Lung , Br  onchus . 

F 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

Breast. 

F 

3 

1 

2 

Other  Malignant  & 

M 

Lymphatic 

F 

2 

1 

1 

Neoplasms. 

Vascular  Lesions 

M 

7 

1 

3 

3 

of  Nervous  System 

F 

7 

2 

1 

4 

Coronary  Disease, 

M 

10 

1 

4 

5 

Angina 

F 

6 

2 

4 

two 


Causes  of  Death  Sex  All  0-  15“  25-  35“  45“  55”  65-  75“ 

Ages 


Leukaemia 

M 

1 

1 

Aleukaemia 

1 

1 

Other  Heart  Disease 

M 

7 

1 

6 

F 

6 

1 

5 

Other  Circulatory  M 

2 

1 1 

Disease 

F 

1 

1 

Influenza 

F 

2 

1 1 

Pneumonia 

M 

3 

3 

F 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

M 

4 

1 2 

1 

F 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of 

Respiratory 

M 

System 

F 

2 

2 

Other  Defined  & 

M 

3 

2 

1 

ill -defined 

F 

6 

1 

2 

3 

Diseases 

Motor  Vehicle 

M 

2 

1 

1 

Accidents 

F 

1 

1 

All  other 

M 

Accidents 

F 

1 

1 

Total  All  Causes  M 42  2 1 2 5 12  20 

F 43  2 1 8 6 26 
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SECTION  B 


3.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

(a)  Nursing  Service. 

A resident  District  Nurse  employed  by  the 
Devon  County  Council  adequately  provides  this  service. 

(b)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

These  are  visited  at  home  by  two  Devon  County 
Council  Health  Visitors. 

(c)  Maternity  & Child  Welfare  Services. 

The  District  Nurse  Midwife  working  in 
co-operation  with  the  General  Practitioners  provide  the  basis 
for  ante-natal  care,  confinement  and  post-natal  care.  In 
addition  home  helps  are  provided  by  the  Devon  County  Council 
in  appropriate  cases. 

In  cases  where  home  conditions  are  unsuitable 
confinement  arrangements  are  made  for  the  mother  to  go  to 
Redhills  Hospital,  Exeter. 

Child  Welfare  and  Maternity  Clinics  are  held 
at  Newcombes  weekly  and  during  19 66  attendances  were  as  follows 

Infants  Toddlers  Children  2-5  Total 

1254  331  462  2047 

Vaccinations,  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis 
immunisations  are  available  at  this  Clinic  but  a fuller  use 
could  be  made  of  this  service. 

(d)  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Diseases. 


There  are  no  centres  in  Credit on  for  these 
diseases.  Cases  of  tuberculosis  are  seen  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  at  Ivybank,  Exeter  and  he  then  decides  whether  they  are 
nursed  at  home  or  sent  to  Hawkmoor  Sanatorium. 
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(e)  Mass  Radiography. 


Sessions  in  Crediton  are  arranged  at 
fortnightly  intervals  and  almost  the  whole  population  has 
now  been  screened. 

(-)  Infectious  Diseases. 

These  are  nursed  at  home  and  if  the  Doctor  in 
attendance  considers  they  should  be  transferred  to  hospital 
they  are  removed  to  Whipton  Isolation  Hospital. 

(g)  Ambulances. 


The  Devon  County  Council  control  the  ambulance 
service,?  at  present  one  ambulance  is  stationed  in  Crediton  and 
run  by  the  Crediton  Branch  of  the  Red  Cross. 

(h)  Laboratory  Works. 


All  laboratory  examinations  required  are 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Exeter 
or  the  new  department  of  Pathology  at  Wonford  Estate. 

(i)  Meals  on  Wheels. 


The  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  operated  by  the 
7/.V.S.  provided  2,896  meals  during  the  year.  Meals  are  provided 
by  the  Devon  County  Council  kitchen  at  Newcombes  and 
distributed  by  members  of  the  W.V.S.  and  this  proved  veiy 
satisfactory. 
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SECTION  C 


4.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES, 
(a)  Sewerage. 


After  many  frustrating  years  work  is  finally 
in  hand  to  provide  the  district  with  an  adequate  scheme 
for  the  disposal  of  sewage. 

With  the  new  works  of  an  advanced  design 
adequate  cover  will  he  provided  for  town  extension  and 
for  the  treatment  of  trade  wastes. 

The  provision  of  a pumping  station  and 
new  sewers  at  Fordton  will  ensure  that  for  the  first  time 
ever  clean  water  only  runs  along  the  mill  leat  and 
ditches. 


The  scheme  is  naturally  only  in  the  early 
stages  hut  on  completion  only  21  houses  in  the  whole  urban 
district  will  not  he  connected  to  the  system  and  the 
majority  of  these  already  have  efficient  septic  tank 
systems  of  drainage. 

Naturally  the  infection  risk  pointed  out 
in  the  earlier  reports  will  he  still  with  us  for  a year 
or  so  hut  the  heavy  cloud  of  responsibility  is  already 
lifting. 

(h)  Water. 


The  North  Devon  Water  Board  are  able  as 
far  as  the  urban  district  is  concerned  to  provide  a 
supply  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

The  one  isolated  dwelling  continues  to  he 
the  only  dwelling  without  a piped  supply  of  water. 

In  all  hut  36  houses  the  water  is  piped 
into  the  dwelling,  most  of  the  36  have  a tap  just  outside 
the  hack  door. 
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Details  of  samples  taken  by  the  Board, 
during  the  year  weres- 


Total 

Satisfactory 

Unsat isf act  ory 

Uton  (raw  water) 

21 

20 

1 

Walson  (raw  water) 

22 

13 

9 

Treated  water 

113 

112 

1 

156 

145 

11 

The  unsatisfactory  supply  was  immediately 
resampled  and  a satisfactory  result  obtained. 

Following  a request,  assurance  was  given 
by  the  Board  that  there  was  no  risk  to  residents  from 
failure  in  the  construction  of  their  reservoirs. 

(c)  Public  Conveniences. 


During  the  year  a site  in  Newcomb es 
Meadow  was  considered  for  a public  convenience  but  to 
date  plans  have  not  been  prepared. 

The  standard  in  two  conveniences  is  still 
reasonable  but  consideration  should  again  be  made  to 
closing  the  Union  Road  convenience  before  a new 
convenience  is  erected. 

(d)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  Council’s  kerbside  collection  service 
continues  to  satisfy  the  majority  of  the  residents  and 
the  weekly  collection  is  reasonable. 

The  side  loading  lorry  is  nearing  the  end 
of  its  working  life  and  will  be  replaced  with  a rear 
loading  vehicle  in  due  course. 
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Dustbins  are  still  available  for 
renting  from  the  Council  and  the  general  standard  of 
refuse  receptacle  put  out  by  the  public  is  reasonable. 
However  a few  offending  receptacles  do  appear  at  the 
kerbside  and  notice  may  have  to  be  served  on  the 
offenders. 


The  tip  at  Punchbowl  is  the  one  section 
of  the  refuse  service  that  still  causes  concern.  At 
most  times  the  tipped  material  is  reasonably  covered 
but  sooner  or  later  a definite  start  must  be  made  on 
controlled  tipping  with  the  right  equipment  permanently 
on  the  tip  to  achieve  this  result. 

The  tip  is  available  to  members  of  the 
public  with  the  result  that  very  little  refuse  is 
deposited  in  out  of  the  way  parts  of  the  district  and 
as  derelict  cars  can  be  accepted  the  roads  and  car 
parks  are  kept  fairly  clear  of  this  nuisance. 

(e)  Rodent  Control. 

Rodent  control  now  takes  up  only  a very 
limited  amount  of  time  and  only  a few  complaints  we re 
received. 


Details  ares- 

Dype  of  Property 

No.  of 

Properties 

Surveyed. 

No.  of 

Properties 

Treated 

No.  of 
treatments 

Private 

79 

4 

9 

Council 

2 

1 

5 

Business 


9 


(f)  Sanitary  Inspections ° 


( i)  Summary  of  Visits* 


Council  properties 

90 

Private  houses 

123 

Pood  Premises 

22 

Offices  etc. 

69 

Slaughterhouse 

177 

Council  tip 

47 

Other  Premises 

24 

Notices  Served 

Housing  Acts 

Time  & Place  Notices  2 properties 

Undertakings  given  to 

repair  2 properties 

Public  Health  Acts 


Informal 


1 property. 


(g)  Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act,  1963- 


The  continued  assistance  of  Mr.  Pilley  enabled 


works  to  continue  and  details  ores- 

Type 

No.  Registered 

No.  Inspected 
in  1966 

Total  No. 
Inspected 
since  Act. 

Offices 

20 

7 

11 

Retail  Shops 

37 

16 

20 

Catering  Establi 

shments  4 

Nil 

Nil 

6? 

23 

31 
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Altogether  69  inspections  were  carried  out  to 
23  premises  and  the  following  contraventions  were  founds 


Cleanliness  10 

Lighting  6 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

4 

Protection  of 
dangerous 

machinery  1 

Seats  1 

In  only  one  case  was 

remedy  the  faults  found. 


Washing  facilities  12 
Prinking  water  1 
Floors  and  Stairs  6 

First  Aid  7 
Abstract  17 
Thermometer  6 
owner  reluctant  to 


SECTION  P 


5.  HOUSING 

General  Housing. 


Progress  was  maintained  during  the  year  on  the 
Bowden  Hill  scheme  and  sis  one-bedroom  flats  were  completed  and 
a further  six  two-bedroom  flats  started. 

Sixteen  houses  were  started  at  Churchill  Prive 
which  are  up  to  the  Parker  Morris  standard. 


Private  houses 

completed  were 

Two  Bedrooms 

21 

Three  Bedrooms 

11 

Four  Bedrooms 

2 

ii 

In  addition  four  Police  Houses  were  completed  and 
a further  two  bungalows  completed  at  Newcombes  in  conjunction  with 
the  Housing  Association. 
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As  31  houses  wore  under  construction  on  the 
1st  Januaiy,  19 66  and  41  under  construction  on  31st 
December,  1966  it  looks  as  though  private  housing  has 
settled  down  to  about  40  per  year. 


Slum  Clearance. 


Two  houses  in  St.  Saviours  Court  Clearance  Area 
were  demolished  during  the  year.  One  sub-standard  private 
house  was  demolished  as  were  a further  13  owned  by  the 
Council. 

Difficulties  are  being  found  now  with  houses 
which  are  scheduled  for  demolition  but  on  which  the  Council 
have  to  date  served  no  notice.  The  owners  are  quite 
naturally  reluctant  to  spend  any  'money  whilst  the  tenants 
quite  rightly  complain  about  their  lowering  standard  of  housing. 
As  soon  as  the  financial  position  allows  I feel  the  Council 
must  make  a determined  effort  to  provide  alternative 
housing  accommodation  for  these  families  so  that  the 
necessary  Clearance  Orders  can  be  made. 

Most  of  these  houses  are  in  scattered  groups 
so  the  redevelopment  of  these  small  areas  of  land  is  not 
easy. 


Housing  List. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  1966  wass- 

No.  on  Council's  Waiting  List  already 
resident  in  the  Urban  District  108 

No.  on  Council's  Waiting  List  wanting 

to  move  into  the  town  40 

No  of  key  workers  wanting 

accommodation  1_ 

149 


Accommodation  required  by  these  families  iss- 


One  Bedroom 

77 

Two  Bedroom 

47 

Three  Bedroom 

23 

Four  Bedroom 

2 
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Building  Regulations 


The  following  inspections  were  made  to 
enforce  the  Building  Regulationss- 


Footings  48 
Foundations  49 
Oversite  concrete  42 
Damp  proof  course  49 
Brains  72 
Routine  12 
Completion  57 


Improvement  Grants. 

No  applications  were  received  for  Discretionary 
Grants  hut  details  of  Standard  Grants  are  as  followss- 


Noo  of  applications  received  11 
No#  of  applications  approved  15 
No#  of  applications  refused  Nil 
No.  of  Improvements  completed  6 

Amenities  provided  Baths  5 

Basins  5 
Hot  water 

supplies  6 
W.C.'s  5 
Food  stores  4 


Amount  paid  in  Grants  £796.  0.  0. 


Caravan  Sites. 


The  Glencreedy  caravan  site  on  which  are 
situated  3 residential  vans  continues  to  be  maintained 
satisfactorily# 

Rent  Act,  1957° 

No  applications  were  received  under  this  Act 
during  the  year. 
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SECTION  E 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS 


During  the  year  the  following  food  was  voluntarily 

surrendereds- 


Canned  Meats 

1 6 tins 

44  lbs 

Canned  Fruit  & 

Vegetables 

34  tins 

43  lbs 

Other  Foods 

1 jar 

2 lbs 

Ice  Cream.. 

No  ice  cream  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

The  standard  of  Food  Shops  remain  reasonable  and 
details  of  such  shops  and  other  premises  ares- 


Type 

No  of 
Premises 

Fitted  with 
Basin 

Required  to 
be  fitted 
with  sink. 

Fitted  with 
sink 

Butchers 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Grocers 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Greengrocers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Bakers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Confectioners 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Cafes 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Fishmongers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Canteens 

1 

1 

1 

1 

General  Shops 

7 

7 

5 

5 

thirteen 


Slaughter  of  Animals. 


100$  meat  inspection  required  177  visits 
to  the  slaughterhouse  and  the  following  carcases  were  *• 
inspected. 


1966 

1965 

1964 

Cattle 

308 

295 

317 

Calves 

30 

19 

19 

Sheep  & Lambs 

1931 

987 

1062 

Pigs 

783 

749 

741 

The  following  carcases  and  offal  were 

condemned. 

Carcases 


Part  Carcases 


Poultry  Inspection 

As  explained  last  year  no  inspections  have  been 
made  of  the  one  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  district 
and  unless  assistance  is  obtained  no  inspections  can  be  made* 

During  the  year  the  premises  dealt!.  with  hens 
only  and  these  numbered  400,000.  Approximately  2$  of  the  number 
killed  were  rejected  as  unfit. 


1 ewe  621bs. 

1 lamb  20 lbs. 

1415  lbs  offal. 

31  lbs  lamb 
•25  lbs  port 

238  lbs  pigs  heads  (T.B.) 
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SECTION  F 


7.  FACTORIES 

16  inspections  of  factory  premises  were  carried  out 
during  the  year  and  there  are  53  factories  now  on  the  Register. 

Two  outworkers  were  employed  hy  other  authorities, 
one  engaged  in  knitting  and  the  other  in  shoe  repairs. 


SECTION  G 


8.  NOISE 

The  complaints  received,  four  in  number,  regarding 
noise  were  all  concerned  with  a dairy  situated  in  a residential  area. 
All  the  complaints  were  confirmed  and  in  three  cases  they  concerned 
an  ice  plant.  This  plant  was  subjected  to  screening  and  insulating 
and  as  a result  the  noise  level  reduced  considerably. 

The  other  complaint  wa  s of  noise  generally  from  the 
factory  and  concerned  steam  cleaning  of  tankers,  extractor  fans 
and  general  night  work.  Negotiations  with  the  management  produced 
temporary  respite  but  this  matter  is  still  under  review. 


9 • PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  nf'ECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Notified  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 


Male 

Female 

Measles 

Nil 

3 

Res.  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

1 
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Appendix  1 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

In  Whole  or  in  Part. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

308 

Nil 

30 

1931 

783 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

308 

Nil 

30 

1931 

783 

Nil 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  organ  was  condemned 

125 

Nil 

2 

183 

35 

*il 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

40.58 

Nil 

Nil 

9.57 

4.46 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

20 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2.55 

Nil 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

